POLITICAL ARCHITECTURE

democracy and independence in plural societies are. not yet
solved. For all the experimental opportunities open in the British
Empire, the pundits are not much nearer than the people to
solving the conundrum of dividing political power among differ-
ent communities. Here is a fruitful field for research and con-
structive imagination.

The West Indies afford an example of a different complication.
There, the communal problem of the familiar Oriental or East
African kind is replaced by an acute problem of economic class,
bound up with colour. Nationalism is in danger of taking on the
nature of a class demand, a focus of ambition of the have-nots.
But nationalism is not yet the predominant force that it is, for in-
stance, in the Eastern territories of the Empire. This is partly for
want of any historical memories of independence, partly because
the island units are too small for nationhood. Ceylon can claim to
be national timber whereas Jamaica, Trinidad, and the rest could
at best be only splinter States.

Coherent nationalism therefore fastens upon the idea of West
Indian union. It is an artificial idea at present; there is a growing
but still uneven popular feeling behind it. Popular agitation has
enough on its hands with local and economic grievances. But as
education spreads, and economic standards rise, a-compound
West Indian nationalism may begin to have real motive power.

With these new dynamic forces at work, imperial statesmanship
needs to reach out into new realms of imaginative construction.
It must build the Fourth British Empire and cease wasting breath
on the virtues of the Third. It must live in the present, for the
future, not failing to instal up-to-date plumbing out of respect
for the Adam decorations and the Victorian mahogany.
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